Daytona State College
Technical Standards for the Respiratory Care Program and Profession
The following technical standards outline the physical, cognitive, and professional abilities required to perform essential functions of the Respiratory Care Program and the profession.
Students must demonstrate motor skills, sensory and observational skills, communication abilities, cognitive skills, behavioral and emotional stability, and the ability to conduct themselves in an ethical and professional manner.
Physical and Motor Skills
Lift, push, and pull up to 50 pounds; transfer and support patients safely.
Stand and remain on your feet for extended periods, up to 12 hours per day.
Handle small objects and use both hands for clinical procedures.
Perform tasks such as drawing arterial blood gases, preparing medications, and assisting with intubation.
Read and interpret measurement devices accurately.
Sensory and Observational Skills
Hear adequately to assess breath sounds and monitor patient responses.
Observe and evaluate patient conditions accurately.
Cognitive Skills
Demonstrate critical thinking and clinical reasoning.
Apply strong mathematical skills for medication calculations and measurements.
Manage time effectively in fast-paced clinical environments.
Verify prescriptions and accurately document examinations and treatments.
Communication Skills
Communicate effectively with physicians, respiratory therapists, nurses, other healthcare professionals, patients, and families.
Participate as an active member of an interdisciplinary healthcare team.
Behavioral and Professional Standards
Demonstrate caring and empathetic behavior toward patients.
Maintain attention to detail in all clinical activities.
Conduct oneself in an ethical and professional manner at all times.
