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On March 31, 2011, the Women’s Center 
hosted its annual luncheon celebrating      
National Women's History Month at the Mori 
Hosseini Center. This year’s national theme, 
Our History is Our Strength, was the focal 
point of the welcome address from the     
Center’s Director, Isalene Montgomery. She 
highlighted the importance of sharing the 
history of pioneers and trailblazers who 
paved the way for women. These great 
women not only had a destiny, but a         

deter m ina -
tion to leave 
a legacy for 
the next  
generation. 
Montgomery 
s t a t e d , 
“ T h e i r     
stories, or 
your story, 
may very 
well be the 
lifeline that 
s o m e o n e 
needs to 
hang onto 
until their 

vision materializes – visions of becoming the 
next doctor, lawyer, professor, president or 
entrepreneur.” She felt the relevancy of 
strength was a viable message as people’s 
lives continue to be impacted by the         
economic downtrends and nationwide budget 
cuts and reminded everyone that the Center 
continues to advocate for male and female 
students by promoting educational and     
supportive services that further their path to 
self-sufficiency. 
 
Keynote speaker Judge Penny Brown       
Reynolds gained national attention as an 
Emmy nominated television personality but 
she has a myriad of talents beyond that, first 
and foremost being a wife and mother. Her 
other achievements include executive       

producer, author, former assistant prosecutor, 
ordained minister, preacher, scholar, retired 
judge, licensed attorney, theologian and   
entrepreneur. A voice for change, Reynolds 
gave a dynamic and compelling message to 
over 250 attendees saying that women must 
start building a sisterhood – one that        
transcends color, nationality and everything; 
we are women and that should mean more 
than anything else, because we need to be 
there for one another. 
 
Judge Penny used her experiences as the 
training tools that positioned her where she is 
today and the powerful teachings from her 
mother and grandmother ensured that the 
scars never took root to hinder her God-given 
destiny. She told one story of a phone call she 
received during her time on the bench from a 
woman who needed a letter of reference for 
law school. This woman had gotten into some 
trouble and turned to Reynolds for help as 
they had known each other growing up.    
Reynolds shared how, as a young girl, she 
had been invited to a tea party at the home of 
a little girl—who was the woman on the 
phone. She recalled her excitement about 
attending the party, all dressed up with a 
matching purse, hat and shoes. Upon arriving 
at the party, the little girl’s mother exclaimed, 
“You don’t belong here!” and made her 

leave; she was labeled by society because she 
was from a single parent home, considered 
poor and lived in a “shotgun house.” As she 
began her seven mile trek back home, she 
realized she still carried the little girl’s     
present. She ran back to the house and left it 
at the front door. When she returned home, 
she pretended that she was at the party and 
that everything was fine. It was at this age, 
she said, that she took on grown up           
responsibilities. Reynolds realized later in life 
that her actions illustrated her refusal to wear 
the label of society. Her mother raised her 
with morals, dignity and a sense of self    
respect, and she was taught to treat others 
with kindness and love. So, when the woman 
on the phone asked if Reynolds remembered 
her, she said yes; and instead of responding 
negatively, she said she would be happy to 
write the letter. Reynolds said her response is 
what every woman’s response should be 
when another woman needs a helping hand, 
“What can I do to assist you?” It is called 
sisterhood. As Reynolds concluded her 
speech she left the stage to a standing       
ovation. Afterwards, she held a book signing 
in the atrium for her newest book, 7 Steps to 
Peace of Mind. 
 
The Women’s Center also honored five    
students for their outstanding academic 

ach ievements:  Darejan 
Cavallo, Lauren Krebs, 
Phyllis Mayers, Denise   
Taylor and Jamie Viera. The 
honorees shared life stories 
of overcoming the odds and 
remaining true to themselves. 
As they accepted their 
awards they expressed their 
gratitude, the audience 
seemed to feel a connection 
with these real life stories. 
Changing lives, one life at a 
time is not just the Center’s 
vision but a reality. 
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CCAMPIS 
July 5—Fall applications available 
 
Career Mentoring 
Accepting applications for Mentors 
 
Fresh Start Class 
Daytona Beach & Deltona 
 July 5—25 October 10—28 
 August 8—26 Nov 14—Dec 6 
 September 12—30 
 
Fresh Start for Men Class 
Daytona Beach 
 June 6—30 Sept 12—Oct 6 
 July 5—28 Oct 10—Nov 3 
 Aug 8—Sept 1 Nov 14—Dec 13 
 
Lending Library  
May 16—Summer semester books available  

August 12—Summer semester books due 

August 22—Fall semester books available 
 
New Directions 
July 1—Fall applications available 
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Summer Semester Begins 
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College Closed 

Memorial Day Holiday 
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College Closed 

Fourth of July Holiday 
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Women’s Center 

Advisory Board Meeting 
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Fall Semester Begins 
(for 15 week classes) 

I was born in Havana, Cuba a little less than 
a year   before  Castro took power on the     
island. In 1961, my father illegally left the 
country in a boat and even though I was 
very young, I remember how my mother 
struggled to survive every day in such an 
oppressive  regime. When I was 11, we 
finally left Cuba and came to the United 
States. We slowly adapted to our new life 
as immigrants and our days were filled with 
hard work and  determination.  
 
We lived for three years in Los Angeles and 
then moved to Miami. At 16, I began    
working and dealt with the responsibilities 
of being the head of household. Eventually 
I married and started my own family          
becoming the proud mother of three sons, 
and I am  currently expecting my first 
grandchild. 
 
Getting an education has been my lifelong 
dream. In 2009, I started part-time at      
Daytona State College (DSC) pursuing an 
A.S. degree in Accounting Technology. 
That fall I lost my job, which was very  
difficult; I am the main source of income 

for our family due to my husband’s        
disability. However, I am convinced that 
when God closes a door, he opens a       
window. I made the decision to concentrate 
on school full time even though it was a big 
challenge for me. As I write this, I can’t 
believe that this May I will wear a cap and 
gown and      receive a diploma for my first 
college    degree. Yes, I say first because I 
have been accepted into the college’s BAS 
program, so I’m not done yet!  
 
In the short term I am hoping that my      
education and updated skills will give me 
an edge to obtain a job while I complete my 
bachelor’s degree. For the long term, I am 
hoping that my extraordinary educational 
experience at DSC will serve to inspire   
others to see that everything is possible if 
you try hard enough. 
  
My family and friends have expressed their 
pride and admiration for my resolve and  
success. I feel that a positive attitude makes 
all the difference. Granted it has been       
difficult at times, but not impossible and, at 
53, I am proof that it’s never too late to   

accomplish your dreams.  
 
I greatly appreciate and value all the help I       
received from the DSC staff and faculty 
members. Without the assistance and     
guidance I  received from the Women’s  
Center and TRIO Student Support Services, 
I wouldn’t have made it. Their support was 
vital and gave me that extra push I needed. 
Also, I couldn’t have possibly survived   
College Algebra or Statistics without       
tutoring from the Academic Support Center. 
May God bless all of you. 
 
Edited from student’s essay submission. 
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Many times, scholarships are the difference between whether or not a person is able to complete a college education. The Foundation at   
Daytona State College is a 501c(3) organization that has the overall responsibility of administering scholarships and grants to students which 
are provided through various organizations and donors. To access the application and view submission deadlines visit 
www.DaytonaState.edu/scholarships. 
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I would like to proclaim my most sincere 
gratitude for the gracious financial        
assistance provided to me and  fellow   
students by the Women’s Center and any 
affiliates. It has been my desire to attend 
college for many years, and  because of 
organizations like the Women’s Center and 
people such as Mr. Claiborn Pell—the 
driving force behind the Pell Grant—I am 
finally realizing my dream. 
 
The recent building industry collapse took 
its toll on my small business and my     
family and I have been without an income 
for some time now. Being a small business 
owner in the construction industry had 
been rewarding. I was able to support and 
protect my family and provide an honest 
and reputable service to the public.       
Because of the economic downturn and its 
consequences, I decided it was time to take 
advantage of my abilities and fulfill the 
dream that I have had for so long:         
becoming a nurse and devoting my life to 
helping others.  
 
Through the New Directions program I 

have been able to purchase school         
uniforms, textbooks and attend to other 
college expenses, easing the financial    
burden of changing careers. 
 
This has also allowed me the time to     
become a volunteer at a local hospital,   
volunteering in Oncology, to gain         
experience in the clinical field. Because of 
New Directions and programs like it, I was 
able to gain the needed experience to    
become employable. I volunteered for 
seven months, and after my second       
semester in the nursing program, I        
obtained a job at another local hospital as a 
Nurse Technician. Becoming a Nurse 
Technician has gotten me in the door to 
obtain a Graduate Nurse position now that 
I have graduated, and the manager where I 
work has offered me an R.N. position as 
soon as I take the Nurse Certification    
Licensure Exam (NCLEX). 
 
In the process of receiving financial aid, it 
is important to me to thank and recognize 
the people who work so hard to make the 

dreams of others come true and dedicate 
their lives to helping others.  
 
I would also like to convey a special thank 
you to Nancy DeStefano in the Women’s 
Center as she helped make my experience 
especially uncomplicated, through her ex-
pert guidance and most pleasant nature. I 
truly enjoyed working with her. Again, I 
am grateful to everyone at the Women’s 
Center and all the organizations out there 
willing to help students financially and 
scholastically. 
 
Edited from student’s essay submission. 
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The Clothes Closet offers interview appropriate clothing for both our 
male and female students. We want to acknowledge and thank our 
donors who have contributed since our last newsletter. Please know 

your continued support makes this endeavor possible. 
�
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51 Individuals; 19 Anonymous 
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AAUW New Smyrna Beach  
Calvary Christian Center  
Catherine’s Clothing  
Classy Consignments 
Pilot’s Club Halifax Area 
Thomas Orthopedic & Sports PT 
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We accept all business attire and accessory donations for women 
and men; listed below are items that would be welcomed additions. 

�� Accessories for women:  jewelry, purses, shoes, new pantyhose 
�� Accessories for men:  belts, ties, shoes, new dress socks 
�� New hotel-sized toiletries:  lotion, shampoo, conditioner 
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Congratulations 
to Fresh Start  
graduate Patti  
Light for her    
published interview  
of actress Maria 
Menounos in the 
May 2011  
Think Healthy  
magazine. 

Are you      
wondering 
what to do 
with your old 
cell phone? 
Since 2009, the 

Women’s Center has been accepting cell phones and sending them to the 911 
Cell Phone Bank. This organization refurbishes the phones and provides 
them free of charge to participating law enforcement and affiliated victim 
service agencies who in turn give them to individuals for placing emergency 
911 calls. Think of us the next time you upgrade your cell phone—we’ll put 
it to good use. 

Isalene Montgomery presents 
Judge Penny Brown Reynolds  
with an award recognizing her  
outstanding service to women in 
honor of  National Women’s  
History Month. The Women’s  
Center staff and Advisory Board 
were thrilled to have Judge Penny   
as the keynote speaker for their    
annual luncheon. Most seats were 
filled despite the inclement 
weather that morning. Thanks to 
those in attendance for braving 
the storm; we were happy to see 
you arrive safe and sound! 

Farewell—Never 
Goodbye! 
Women’s Center 
Advisory Board 
member Gerald 
Frisby retired from 
Daytona State   
College in March 
2011. He was a 
strong supporter of 
the Women’s    

Center and an Advisory Board member since 
2007. Frisby was the Associate Vice President 
of the college’s Career and Technical Programs 
working closely with students, faculty and   
administrators. His knowledge, wit and       
wisdom will be missed. 


