                                                      FORBIDDEN WORD LIST                                        

Try replacing vague wording with more specific terms:

Instead of “nice” try  
relaxing       or 
comfortable 
or
polite 
     or another  


helpful
useful
cheerful                        more specific 


kind
friendly
beneficial                       word


soft
shining 
clean


courteous
professional                      fulfilling


orderly
entertaining  
interesting


convenient
pleasant
attractive


sympathetic
understanding
supportive


respectable
decent
cozy


Instead of “great”
thrilling         or
exciting                 or        inspiring 
     or another, fascinating
stimulating
amusing                         more specific


savory
delicious                          
exhilarating                        word


elegant
striking
exceptional


luxurious
high-paying                      challenging


gifted
talented                            skilled



unique 
effective
efficient


confident
precise
accurate


compatible
masterful
stunning


ideal
charming
bewitching



Instead of “thing”
task(s)             or
challenge(s)        or
choice(s) to make             or another,


aim
purpose
point to remember
      more specific


objective
responsibility
aspect to consider           word                       


idea
experience 
focus of attention                   


factor
event      
tactic to try                          


tool
possession     
item to purchase                 


quality
priority
problem to solve


value
option                         
step to consider                   


issue
fact                                
question to ask  



event
trait                               
danger to face   


possibility
decision
risk to take


comment
response
feature to chose

Add to “this . . .”
cost(s)         or
problem(s)            or 
circumstance(s)              or other 

       or “these . . .”
step
trait
fact                                   clarifying 


factor
idea
requirement                       terms


paranoia
dilemma
threat


practice
hazard
quality


question
assumption
scenario


issue
challenge
event


practice
value
feature


comment
lesson
option


experience
goal
event


image
pattern
result


expense
task
rendezvous


experience
disaster
arrangement     

                                                                                               Compiled by Prof. Carolyn West, Daytona State College 2008
 


  Note how often�  using “this” or �  “these” leads �  you to use “is         �  or “are” or �  another weak �  verb.








